


Guest Writers
Ruth Padel is an award-
winning poet, author of 
seven collections including 
an internationally acclaimed 
verse biography of her great-
great-grandfather Charles 
Darwin, and several-much-
loved books on reading 
poetry, most recently Silent 
Letters of the Alphabet, on 
poetry’s use of silence. Her 
non-fiction includes a study 
of Greek myth and rock and 
roll, and an acclaimed eco-
memoir on tiger conservation. 
She is a Fellow of the 
Zoological Society of London 
as well as of the Royal 

Society of Literature and 
her debut novel, Where the 
Serpent Lives, published this 
year (“an intensely readeable 
parable of love and fear” Daily 
Mail) was hailed especially for 
its feel for nature: “Only Emily 
Brontë has embraced Padel’s 
radical and sympathetic 
inclusiveness of creaturely 
life” (Guardian).  She is 
currently working on a 
mixed book of prose and 
poetry about migration and 
immigration. 

Alice Oswald lives in Devon 
and is married with three 
children. Dart, her second 

collection, won the T. S. 
Eliot Prize in 2002. Her most 
recent collection, Woods etc, 
was a Poetry Book Society 
Choice and was shortlisted 
for the Forward Prize for Best 
Collection and the T. S. Eliot 
Prize. 
Alice Oswald and Andy Brown will 
be appearing at The Ronald Duncan 
Reading. The Ronald Duncan Literary 
Foundation exists to encourage and 
support creative excellence in the 
arts, especially poetry, drama and 
literature and to sustain interest and 
research in the work associated with 
its namesake, the poet and playwright, 
Ronald Duncan.

Greta Stoddart’s first 
collection At Home in the 
Dark (Anvil) won the Geoffrey 
Faber Memorial Prize. Her 

second collection Salvation 
Jane was shortlisted for the 
Costa Book Award 2008. She 
lives in East Devon where she 
teaches for the Poetry School 
in Exeter and Bridport.

Jen Hadfield lives in 
Shetland, whose landscape 
and language persistently 
influence her poetry and 
visual art. Of her two books 
published by Bloodaxe, 
Almanacs was written in 
Shetland and the Western 
Isles in 2002 thanks to a 

bursary from the Scottish Arts 
Council, and it won an Eric 
Gregory Award in 2003. Nigh-
No-Place, written in Canada 
and Shetland, was shortlisted 
for the Forward Prize in 2007 
and won the T.S.Eliot Prize 
for poetry in 2008. She is 
currently working on her first 
novel

Andy Brown is the author 
and editor of 10 books 
of poetry including, most 
recently, Goose Music (with 
John Burnside, Salt 2008), 
Fall of the Rebel Angels: 
poems 1996-2006 (Salt 2006) 
and The Storm Berm (tall 
lighthouse 2008). He is 



Director of Creative Writing 
at Exeter University and was 
previously Centre Director 
for the Arvon Foundation at 
Totleigh Barton

Julia Copus’s publications 
include The Shuttered Eye 
(1995) which was shortlisted 
for the Forward Prize for 
Best First Collection, and In 
Defence of Adultery (2003), 
both Poetry Book Society 

Recommendations. Her 
work has won many prizes, 
including an Eric Gregory 
Award, an Arts Council of 
England Writer’s Award, and 
a Hawthornden Fellowship. 
In 2002, she won First 
Prize in the National Poetry 
Competition with ‘Breaking the 
Rule’ and is shortlisted for the 
2010 Forward Prize for Best 
Single Poem.

Dorothea Smartt, a London 
based poet of Barbadian 
heritage, is the author of two 
books of poetry: Connecting 
Medium and Ship Shape. 

She has also been published 
in several anthologies 
internationally and has 
performed her work across 
the globe.  Most recently, she 

has been anthologised in Red: 
Contemporary Black British 
Poetry and  featured in Magma 
Poetry. She is the poetry 
editor for SABLE Litmag, 
and co-director of Inscribe, 
Peepal Tree Press’s Black 
and Asian writer development 
programme in Yorkshire.
Event in association with 
thebooksproject.wordpress.com

Aoife Mannix is an Irish writer 
and poet based in London. Her 
first novel Heritage of Secrets 
was published by Lubin & 
Kleyner in 2008 and won the 
People’s Book Prize. She is 
the author of four collections 
of poetry; The Trick of Foreign 
Words (2002), The Elephant in 
the Corner (2005), Growing Up 
An Alien (2007) and Turn The 
Clocks Upside Down (2008) 
– all with Tall Lighthouse. Her 
work has been broadcast on 

BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 4, 
London Live, Resonance FM, 
and the BBC World Service. 

Janie Armour is a composer, 
musical director and musician, 
working mainly in the theatre 
medium. She has collaborated 
extensively with spoken word 
artists, and has performed with 
bands at festivals throughout 
the UK and Europe, 
including Lisbon International 
Festival, WOMAD Reading, 
Glastonbury, Leeds 
International, Munich Festival, 
Summer Sundae Weekender 
and Vlissingen Street Festival, 
Holland.

Jim Causley became 
involved with traditional music 
from an early age via his 
family, the local folk scene 
and an historical tradition of 
wassailing in his home village 

of Whimple, East Devon. 
After studying Jazz & Popular 
Music at Exeter College he 
went on to study Traditional 
Music at the University of 
Newcastle upon Tyne. During 
this time he became involved 
in the wider folk scene and 
gained great interest as a 
solo performer in folk clubs 
throughout the country. 
His recording debut came 
in 2005 as part of Martyn 
Wyndham-Read’s Song Links 
project (Fellside) which linked 
English Traditional songs 
with their American variants. 
Later that year he recorded 
the first of two solo albums 
with WildGoose Records 
and was nominated for 
Best Newcomer at the 2006 
BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards. 
Causley also received great 
acclaim for his work as part 
of a cappella trio, The Devil’s 
Interval, whose album Blood 
& Honey (WildGoose) also 
received another Folk Award 
nomination in 2007.
He has toured with Waterson:
Carthy for six consecutive 
years as part of their annual 
Frost & Fire Christmas show 
and joined them in the studio 
for on their most recent album 
‘Holy Heathens and the Old 
Green Man’ (Topic). He also 
has a strong involvement 



in his native Devon where 
he performs regularly with 
the Dartmoor Pixie Band, 
gives talks for local WI’s, 
takes the readings at the 
annual Jan Stewer Night in 
Puddington every May as 
well as helping to uphold his 
village wassail tradition every 
old twelvey night! Causley 
has become renowned for 
his warm, rich and mature 
singing voice (quoted as 
being akin to the fruitiest of 
real ales!) his natural gift 
for interpreting song and 
his wry and cheeky stage 
presence. Most recently he 
has been collaborating with 
Essex instrumental quartet 
Mawkin as Mawkin:Causley, 
touring with Scottish Musician 
John McCusker as part 
of the Celtic Connections/
Cambridge Folk Festival 
commissioned project; Under 
One Sky and recording with 
Kathryn Williams and David 
Rotheray of Beautiful South 
fame.

Liv Torc is the winner of 
the South West heat of 
Radio 4 National Poetry 

Slam 2009, Liv is a stand-
up poet, wondermentalist 
and comedian and the new 
Bard of Exeter. She has 
shared a stage with John 
Hegley, Murray Lachlan 
Young, Andrew Motion and 
Matt Harvey, working for 
Apples and Snakes, Phrased 
and Confused and the 
Wondermentalist Cabaret. 
She is the shyly proud author 

of the shiny yellow poetry 
compendium Take Your 
Monkey and Get out of My 
Life. 

Ronald Tamplin was born in 
London, his father English, 
his mother Irish, educated 
there at the same school as 
Johnny Dankworth though 
sometime after, and then 
at Oxford. From there to 

teaching English Literature at 
universities in New Zealand, 
France, and Turkey, but 
mostly at the University of 
Exeter. His academic books 
include studies of TS Eliot and 
Seamus Heaney and Rhythm 
and Rhyme, a study of verse 
method.  He has also edited 
an anthology of love letters, 
not his own, and The Arts: A 
History of Expression in the 
Twentieth Century. Both these 
books have been translated 
into a number of languages. 
His poems and translations 
have appeared widely in 
magazines and collections, 
mainly in England, but also 
in Australia, Canada, France, 
Ireland, New Zealand, Turkey, 
the United States and in three 
chapbooks, Vivaldi, Trouble in 
Mind and Checkpoint. 

Elisabeth Bletsoe was 
born in 1960 at West Parley 
near Wimborne in Dorset. 
Her works include The 
Regardians (Nether Stowey: 
Odyssey Poets Press, 1993), 
Portraits of the Artist’s Sister 
(Odyssey Poets Press, 1994), 
Pharmacopoeia (Nether 

Stowey & Plymouth: Odyssey 
Poets + Terrible Work, 1999) 
and Landscape from a Dream 
(Exeter: Shearsman Books, 
2008); the first three books 
have this year been collected 
by Shearsman Books into 
a single volume entitled 
Pharmacopœia & Early 
Selected Works. 

Damian Furniss was 
conceived on the night 
England won the Football 
World Cup. His poetry, prose 
and reviews have been widely 
published in magazines and 
anthologies and he has read 
at festivals and arts centres 
around the country and at 
the Indian High Commission. 
He is currently working on 
two novels: Shin Kicking and 
Life Before Death. He is the 
co-host of Blah Blah Blah, an 
arts magazine radio show on 
Phonic FM. Chocolate Che 
is his first full-length poetry 
collection.

Jaime Robles took her 
undergraduate degree from 
the University of California, 
Berkeley and received an 
M.F.A. in Creative Writing 
from San Francisco State 
University. She co-founded 
Five Trees Press, an award-
winning literary press in San 
Francisco, and in the 1980s 
she was poetry acquisitions 
editor at The Lapis Press, 
Santa Monica. Robles is 
currently editor and publisher 
of Five Fingers Press and 
Woodland Editions. Her 
work is in collections at the 
Bancroft Library, University 
of California, Berkeley; 
The Beinecke Library, Yale 
University; The Bender Room, 
University of San Francisco; 
Columbia University; and 
Harvard University, among 



others. Her first full-length 
collection Anime Animus 
Anima was published by 
Shearsman in 2010.

Rachel McCarthy is the 
founder of ExCite Poetry, 
the largest and most active 
Poetry Society Stanza in 
the UK. Her commentary 
has appeared with Picador, 
Poetry News and The 
Bookseller and she co-
hosts the arts review show 
‘Blah Blah Blah’ on Exeter’s 
Phonic FM, a station 
hailed by the Times as 
“providing some of the most 
inspiring broadcasting in the 
country”. A scientist by trade, 
elements from the periodic 
table are the inspiration 
behind her newest work, 
some of which appeared in 
Shearsman Magazine in April.

Fiona Benson is an Anglo-
Scottish writer currently living 
in Exeter with her husband 
James. She was educated 
at Trinity College Oxford and 
then St Andrews University, 
where she completed the 
MLitt in Creative Writing 
and a PhD on Ophelia as a 
dramatic type in early modern 
drama. She received an Eric 
Gregory award in 2006 and 
is working on her first book 
of poems. She was a Faber 
New Poet in 2009

Rachael Boast was born 
in Suffolk in 1975, and has 
recently completed a PhD 
in Creative Writing at the 
University of St Andrews. Her 
work has appeared in Ambit, 
Poetry Wales, and The Yellow 
Nib, and in the Long Lunch 
Press anthology, Addicted to 

Brightness. A first collection 
is due from Picador in the 
spring of 2011. She lives in 
Bristol.  

Ben Smith is studying 
for a PhD in poetry and 
environment. His poems, 
which have recently appeared 
in Succour, Shadowtrain and 
The Flying Post, combine 
mythology and folklore with 
ideas about the relationship 
between humans, animals 
and the environment.

Sally Flint’s poems have 
been widely published in 
journals including Aesthetica, 
The Bridport Anthology, 
Gangway (Australia), Leaf 
Press, Mimesis, The North, 
Shearsman, Succour, Tears 
in the Fence, Trespass and 
Wasafiri. Sally is co-editor 
of the short story journal, 
Riptide.

Jos Smith was born in Kent 
but now lives in Exeter where 
he is researching a PhD on 
contemporary landscape 
writing. Much of his poetry 
emerges from a keen interest 
in hiking in the British Isles. 
He has had work published 
recently in Brittle Star and 
Conversation Poetry Quarterly.

Miriam Darlington taught 
English for ten years before 
her first collection of poetry, 
Windfall, was published by 
Oversteps Books in 2008. 
She is studying Nature Writing 
for her PhD, working on a new 
book about the wild otter and 
its landscapes in Britain. 

Fire River Poets are a poetry 
group in Taunton, Somerset, 

who organize regular 
readings at The Brewhouse 
in Taunton, and who have 
published widely. Four of their 
members will be reading at 
Exeter Poetry Festival:

Chrissy Banks writes of 
love, loss and desire with 
‘real insight into the bitter-
sweetness that informs our 
relationships.’
Publications include a 
pamphlet, Watching the Home 
Movies and a full collection, 
Days of Fire and Flood. 

Genista Lewes is widely 
published in magazines and 
anthologies and been heard 
on BBC Radio 4.  Her first 
collection Cat’s Cradle was 
published in 2007.  “Genista’s 
poetry explores the knots 
and tangles of life and tries to 
make sense of it.  She does 
this with a lucid intelligence, 
but also with a perceptive 
instinct.”  

Anthony Watts is a local 
poet and musician who 
has had poems published 
in many magazines and 
anthologies and has 
won a number of prizes 
in competitions.  Three 
collections of his poems have 
been published so far.

John Stuart is chairman of 
Fire River Poets, organises 
the Poetry at The Brewhouse 
events and is an active 
advocate of local poets 
besides also writing himself. 
His writing style has ‘the 
precision and quiet wit of 
good conversation’ and his 
collection Word of Mouth was 
published last year.

www.exeterpoetryfestival.com



events at a Glance  7 - 10 OctOber 2010
  FrinGe    sunday 3rd OctOber
7.30PM Laughing Arrow presents… 
The Exeter Poetry Festival Poetry Slam
£7 / £6 concessions, 7.30pm, Bike Shed 
Theatre Entry on the door

Kick starting the Exeter Poetry Festival in 
spectacular spoken word style - the finest, 
fieriest and feistiest poetic talent from 
across the city will compete in a knock 
out slam, which takes poetry off the page 
and mainlines it into the adrenal glands. 
Hosted by the Bard of Exeter Liv Torc and 
featuring a panel of expert judges, The 
Exeter Festival Poetry Slam promises to be 
a hugely fun and frisky foray into the world 
of Performance Poetry. Although be warned 
– moments of tenderness, insight and 
genius may lurk among the sparks. To find 
out more or to throw your biro in the ring 
contact livtorc@yahoo.com

  FrinGe    Wednesday 6th OctOber 
7.30PM ExCite Poetry Open Mic Night-
FREE, Otto Retro, 6 New Bridge Street, 
Exeter, Entry on the door
The funkiest open mic poetry night in town. 
Recite a verse, grab a bargain or just chill out 
with a glass of wine in the heart of the City’s 
West Quarter and take centre stage in
Exeter’s first ever Poetry Festival. To book 
an open mic spot call Rachel McCarthy 
on 07854598552 or email stanza@
rachelmccarthy.com 

  thursday 7th OctOber  
7PM The Ronald Duncan Reading with 
Alice Oswald & Andy Brown 
£6/£5 concessions, 7pm, Exeter Central 
Library, Tickets: Exeter Phoenix

  Friday 8th OctOber
4PM Afternoon Reading 
with Fire River Poets 
Exeter Central Library, Entry on the door
7PM The Charles Causley Reading 
with Ron Tamplin & Jen Hadfield  
£6/£5 concessions, Exeter Central Library
Tickets: Exeter Phoenix

  saturday 9th OctOber
11AM Credo: Jen Hadfield Poetry Workshop 
£12/£10 concessions, Exeter Central Library, 
Tickets: Exeter Phoenix

Sign up for a workshop with TS Eliot Prize 
Winning Poet, Jen Hadfield.
This workshop will help you home in on 
your own poetic credo or manifesto. We’ll 
look at examples of credo/manifesto poems, 
do a lot of talking and a bit of writing. We’ll 
explore why we write in the first place, how 
our ideas about form, rhythm, the white 
space of the page, and the differences 
between spoken and written language affect 
our poetic identity. The workshop is equally 
recommended for poets who consider 
themselves to be fledging and those with 
considerable experience. Anyone who has 
doubts about thinking of poetry as a series 
of Do’s and Don’ts, or is keen to develop a 
voice that is all their own, should find it both 
accessible and challenging.

1PM University of Exeter Creative Writing 
Programme Reading with Sally Flint, Jos 
Smith, Miriam Darlington and Ben Smith
FREE, Exeter Central Library, Entry on the door 

3PM Reading: Julia Copus   
& Greta Stoddart 
£6/£5 concessions, Exeter Central Library
Tickets: Exeter Phoenix



5PM-6.30PM METER 2010 
Cyprus Well/Apples & Snakes/ExCite 
Networking Event 
Exeter Phoenix, FREE. To book your place 
email mail@cypruswell.org or telephone 
01392 495102

Are you a poet? A poetry publisher? 
Interested in poetry promotion, performance, 
reading and writing?

Join Cyprus Well, Apples & Snakes and 
ExCite Poetry for an informal networking 
get-together during Exeter Poetry Festival. 
A chance to meet other people in the poetry 
sector in the South West, and get connected.

The event features a performance by 
Dorothea Smartt, a London based poet of 
Barbadian heritage, and the author of two 
books of poetry: Connecting Medium and 
Ship Shape. She has also been published 
in several anthologies internationally and 
has performed her work across the globe. 
Dorothea’s performance in association with 
thebooksproject.wordpress.com

8PM Apples & Snakes live   
@ Exeter Poetry Festival
£7/£6 concession, Exeter Phoenix
Tickets: Exeter Phoenix

An evening of diverse performance poetry 
and music brought to you by the national 
performance poetry organisation Apples & 
Snakes and Exeter Poetry Festival.

Aoife Mannix writer and poet and Janie 
Armour composer and musician will be 
performing ‘Different Words for Snow’ 
a unique blend of poetical musicality. 
Performances from Bard of Exeter and 
Festival Writer in Residence Liv Torc & the 
Exeter Poetry Festival Slam winner.

  sunday 10th OctOber
11AM Get Up with the Bard 
FREE but ticketed, Exeter Phoenix
Tickets: Exeter Phoenix
Join Bard of Exeter Liv Torc for a coffee, 
croissant and a creative cruise through the 

Sunday morning papers, as we take the 
scissors to spin and scrabble the scandal. 
This leisurely, whimsical and crafty poetry 
workshop is aimed at releasing the outer 
satirist and inner poet. No experience 
necessary just a willingness to make ideas 
do interesting things.

12.30PM ExCite Poetry Lunch with Rachel 
McCarthy, Fiona Benson & Rachael Boast
£5/£4 concessions, Exeter Central Library
Tickets: Exeter Phoenix

2PM Shearsman Showcase with Elisabeth 
Bletsoe, Damian Furniss & Jaime Robles 
£6/£5 concessions, Exeter Central Library
Tickets: Exeter Phoenix

4PM Festival Closing: Ruth Padel reading 
and in conversation 
£8/£7 concessions, Exeter Central Library
Tickets: Exeter Phoenix

8PM Jim Causley with special guests Julie 
Murphy & Ceri Rhys Matthews
An Exeter Phoenix Event Supporting Exeter 
Poetry Festival, Exeter Phoenix
Tickets: Exeter Phoenix
A night of traditional and modern folk song 
from Devon and Wales with three of the 
finest contemporary exponents of the genre. 
Jim Causley “Devon Incarnate” is a folk 
singer and musician from Whimple in East 
Devon who has gone on to win national 
acclaim, with four years of BBC Radio 2 Folk 
Award nominations under his belt for his 
solo work and collaborations with the likes 
of Waterson:Carthy, John McCusker and 
his renowned group work with The Devil’s 
Interval and folk boy-band Mawkin:Causley. 
Julie Murphy and Ceri Rhys Matthews are 
best known for fronting the highly respected 
Welsh band Fernhill.
As well as performing music from their 
respective repertoires, Jim, Julie and Ceri 
shall be showcasing new material from 
their Charles Causley Project in which they 
have drawn material from Jim’s ancestor, 
celebrated poet, Charles Causley and set 
it to music using traditional and original 
material.



TiCkETS

Tickets available at Exeter Phoenix Box Office, 

The Box Office is open M
on-Sat 10am

-8pm
 and Sun 

11.30pm
-5pm

 in person or on 01392 667080. 

To book online please visit www.exeterphoenix.org.uk.

Concessions available to benefit recipients, disabled 

custom
ers, under 16’s, over 60’s and students. 

Buy nine tickets and get the tenth one free. 

W
e offer a free ticket to disabled custom

ers 

who require a personal assistant. 

Cash, cheque and all m
ajor credit cards 

accepted. A transaction fee of 50p is charged 

on all cards.  There is a nom
inal charge 

for the online booking system
. W

e 

are unable to refund or exchange 

tickets, but will try to sell out any 

unwanted tickets if an event 

is sold out, up until 5pm
 on 

the day of the event.  An 

adm
inistration charge 

of £1 per ticket will 

be m
ade for this 

service.

The festival bookshop will b
e run at Exeter Central Library 

during events by Waterstone’s, Exeter Roman Gate.

All details correct at press tim
e, but 

may be subject to change. Please 

check our website for any updates 

or changes to the programme 

before tra
velling to events.

 CONTACT DETAiLS

www.exeterpoetryfestival.com

m
ail@

exeterpoetryfestival.com

twitter.com
/exeterpoetry

Join us on Facebook


