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 to our third annual poetry festival
in the heart of Cornwall's beautiful Bodmin Moor.
We hope you will agree that we have surpassed
ourselves with the fantastic line-up of poets and
artists assembled for this year.

Appropriately, the festival has a very strong Celtic
flavour, including performers from Ireland, Scotland
and Wales, as well, of course, as Cornwall.  We are
delighted to welcome the National Poet of Wales,

, world-bestselling author
 and Irish poet - the new

editor of Britain's foremost poetry journal, Poetry
Review, to name just a few.  This will be a packed
weekend of readings, talks, workshops, film, theatre
and music, as well as art-work by
and .  We feature everything from the
hippest young poets on the block from London, to
the Greek of , to the Welsh
legend , via Persia ( )
and back to St. Eval and Launceston (

).

With poetry and art sessions for youngsters, food
and drink available, and on-site book and craft stalls
there truly will be something on offer for everyone.
Get your weekend ticket now and join us at Sterts
Theatre and Arts Centre, Upton Cross, between
Bodmin and Liskeard.



To mark the centenary of the birth of
the great Welsh poet Dylan Thomas,
we present an ethereal, moving and
witty monologue written by poet and
playwright Phil Bowen.  We are
assailed, charmed and cajoled by
Dylan's wife, the fiery Irish dancer,
Caitlin MacNamara, whose favourite
description of Dylan was “that bloody
man”.  Caitlin is played by actress
Sally George whose credits include
extensive theatre work as well as
roles in film and TV such as

 and many more.

Event 1 – Tickets £5
Concessions £3

Continuing our opening-night theme,
we are honoured to present two of the
most endearing and enduring voices in
poetry from Wales – National Poet
Gillian Clarke, and Menna Elfyn.
Gillian has long worked tirelessly for
poetry in and out of Wales, and since
taking on the role of National poet, has
formed a powerful alliance with her
counterparts in England – Poet
Laureate Carol Ann Duffy and Scotland
– Scots Makar Liz Lochhead, to
champion poetry across the UK.  Her
work is on most English syllabi, and
she regularly reads to vast gatherings
of eager teenage students! Menna
Elfyn is hugely popular for her fiercely
compassionate and witty poetry,
written in her native Welsh, but almost
always published, chiefly by Bloodaxe,
and always performed, alongside
English 'versions' by a variety of
translators, mainly fellow Welsh poets.
Menna's work is universally
acknowledged, and she travels far and
wide in Europe and beyond when she
is not teaching at University College
Lampeter.

Event 2 – Tickets £7
Concessions £5
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Mimi says “As the sonnet is to the
West, so the ghazal is to the East. In
this workshop, we will enjoy original
ghazals and ghazals in translation,
write one of our own and, in doing
so, challenge our aesthetic habits and
see how we can bring over into
English poetry some of the delights
of this universally loved form.”

Event 3 – Tickets £12
Concessions £10

Places limited – please book in
advance.

The first of two lunchtime readings
from poets who belong to local
groups. Today it's The Indian King
Poetry Group.  Enjoy a spot of lunch
while hearing from a wide variety of
local voices.



In 1983, Cornish-born and bred
Philip Gross gave his first ever
poetry reading to an audience at the
infant Sterts Centre.  Thirty years on
he returns, bearing with him a
lifetime of achievements and awards.
Poet and novelist, for both young
people and adults, Philip's list of
publications and recent accolades is
astonishing: T.S Eliot Prize 2009,
Wales Book of the Year 2010, CLPE
Award for Children's Poetry 2011,
numerous poetry collections and ten
novels for children! Mimi Khalvati
has published seven poetry
collections with Carcanet, has been
shortlisted for the T.S Eliot Prize, and
has been a Poetry Book Society
Special Commendation. She is also
the founder of The Poetry School.

Event 4 - Tickets £6
Concessions £4

Mask-making workshop for 4 – 10
year-olds.  Enjoy some poetry while
your children have fun making
masks.  All materials provided.



Best known as the author of the mega-
selling
Louis has published many other novels
and short stories.  More than ten years
ago, BBC Radio 4 broadcast

 –
Louis' homage to Dylan Thomas's
classic 'play-for-voices',

but set in late 1990s London
rather than late 1940s Wales.  After its
customary two outings on national
radio, the play was given new life with
two more, live, performances at the
Dylan Thomas Festival in Swansea, at
that time run by David Woolley, now
Director of Bodmin Moor Poetry
Festival.  Having been refused
permission to stage
in this centenary year, David decided
to mark Thomas's memory by once
again inviting Louis to narrate his
warm, witty and irreverant look at
madcap, multi-cultural 'Earlsfield', at
the centre of its own wacky world.
Louis will be joined for the reading by
members of Sterts Theatre Group.

Event 5 - Tickets £6
Concessions £4
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Dobwalls-born Rachael presents a
showcase of the best young poets
working in London at the moment.
Rachael Allen herself is Online Editor
for Granta magazine, and has been
selected for a prestigious Faber Poetry
pamphlet, to be published in October.
Harriet Moore is from South London.
Her poems feature in ,

 and
 amongst others. She works for a

literary agent and co-edits an arts blog.
Sam Buchan Watts is a founding
editor of the Clinic anthology series
and poetry editor of
magazine. He is currently studying for
an MA in Creative Writing at UEA and
was recently published in the

 (Salt).

Event 6 – Tickets £5
Concessions £3
To include a glass of wine



A chance to hear from the editors of
two prestigious poetry journals.  Irish
poet Maurice Riordan has recently
taken over the reins at one of the
UK's foremost magazines, The

His fellow Irish poet
Rebecca O'Connor, edits Ireland-
based , which features
prose and splendid art-work as well
as poetry.  Maurice and Rebecca will
share their thoughts on the process
of editing a magazine in all its
aspects, and will be happy to take
questions from the audience.

Event 7 – Tickets £5
Concessions £3

The second of our two lunchtime
readings from poets who belong to
local groups. Today it's The Liskeard
Poetry Group.  Enjoy a spot of lunch
while hearing from a wide variety of
local voices



Our roving poetry tour takes in
Greece, by way of Scotland, Exeter
and East Anglia! Louis de Bernieres
is best known for his hugely
successful novel

, but has written in many
forms, and is also an accomplished
multi-insrumentalist musician. He
lives in Norfolk. Louis' deep love of
poetry is chiefly inspired by the great
Alexandrian poet Constantine Cavafy,
and he has recently published his
first poetry collection,

in homage to Cavafy
Alasdair Paterson has enjoyed a
wandering career as University
Librarian, finally settling in Exeter. All
the while he has written and
published poetry that displays a
delicate gift for understated
profundity, gentle wit and easily
worn learning.  His latest wide-
ranging collection

  (Shearsman) also,
appropriately, visits Greece, with a
series of 'Homerics'.

Event 8 – Tickets £6
Concessions £4

Poet and playwright Phil Bowen will
entertain your children with a
startling selection of poems, and help
them to write one of their own.

Paper and pencils provided.  Suitable
for ages 7 – 12 years.



Artists and film-makers Jane and
Andrew introduce their poetic and
moving documentary tribute to a
single coastal community.  The parish
of St Eval is lovingly portrayed in a
series of  interviews with local
characters who chart the life of a
remote rural Cornish parish across
the slowly changing decades.

Event 9 – Tickets £5
Concessions £3

Our festival climaxes with two not-to-
be-missed events.  Firstly, two Irish
poets and editors read from their
work. Maurice Riordan has
published several collections and
edited a number of anthologies. His
latest collection is
(Faber),  his previous, ,
won the Michael Hartnett Award in
2007.  He is editor of

Rebecca O'Connor has won
a Geoffrey Dearmer Award, and was
Poet-in-residence at the Wordsworth
Trust in 2005, where she published
her chapbook, .  She published
her first full collection,

last year. She is editor of
 magazine.

Event 10 – Tickets £6
Concessions £4



r

We end with a celebration of the
great Cornish poet Charles Causley.
Renowned folk-singer/accordianist
Jim is distantly related to Charles.
Five times nominated for BBC Radio
2 Folk awards, Jim has set a selection
of the great man's lyrics to music in
the album recorded in
Charles' house of the same name in
Launceston.  He will bring the curtain
down on our festival in style as he is
joined by talented guitarist Lukas.

Event 11– Tickets £6
Concessions £4

The Launceston Charles Causley
Festival takes place 12 - 16 June.
www.charlescausleyfestival.co.uk



images and poems taken
from a forthcoming book in which
Cornish poet  and artist

 collaborate. Rachael is
online editor for Granta magazine,
and has a first poetry pamphlet
forthcoming from Faber
Introductions. Guy is a graduate of
Goldsmiths, and is active in music,
photography and curation.  Jolene
features poems by Rachael and
snapshots from Guy, inspired by
scenes around Rachael's home village
of Dobwalls.

 – features half-a-dozen
prints by the legendary pop-artist

, and other display material
from a recent major exhibition at the
National Museum and Gallery of
Wales in Cardiff.  Sir Peter has long
been obsessed with Dylan Thomas's
masterpiece Under Milk Wood, and has
been working on his vast series of
images – collages and pencil drawings –
for over thirty years.  The inaugural
exhibition of these images launched the
Dylan Thomas Centenary celebrations
at the beginning of the year.  We are
grateful to Sir Peter for his kind
permission to display these works.



(entry to all events except
Ghazal Workshop)

£40  FULL PRICE
£30  CONCESSIONS

(Saturday / Sunday)

£20  FULL PRICE
£15  CONCESSIONS

We're delighted to welcome The Bohwne
Yard Stall to the festival.  Hannah Whale
aka Bohwne, who formally ran 'the shop
that popped up' in Liskeard, is now joined
by other artists and craftspeople, becoming
The Bowhne Yard.  They will be present
over the weekend selling unique & quirky
gifts, jewellery, prints and much more.

Food will generally be available
between events

Books will be on sale courtesy of
Liskeard Bookshop throughout the
festival

Bar

Ample free parking

For local accommodation, see

BMPF is grateful for the financial
support of Arts Council England
and Literature Works.  As well as
all the festival events, this has
enabled us to have a Festival 'Poet-
in-Schools', Phil Bowen, who will
be visiting a number of local schools
in the week following the festival.
We are also able to set up a new
'Mentoring Scheme' for two young
Cornish poets, who will receive
advice and support on their poetry
from us, the Festival Directors, and
two 'Poetry Saturdays' during the
year.  These will feature a guest
poet, who will do a workshop and a
reading.  For more information on
these projects, keep up to date with
our website or email

We'd also like to thank everyone at
Sterts, especially Peter Woodward,
Michele at Liskeard Bookshop, and
Pencubitt Country Guest House.

Ann Gray and David Woolley

More
than just a

poetry festival!


